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Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania 
Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20460. Upon 
receipt of a request for a hearing, the 
ALJ will send the applicant or recipi-
ent a copy of the ALJ’s procedures. If 
the recipient does not request a hear-
ing, it shall be deemed to have waived 
its right to a hearing, and the OCR 
finding shall be deemed to be the ALJ’s 
determination. 

(3) Final decision and disposition. (i) 
The applicant or recipient may, within 
30 days of receipt of the ALJ’s deter-
mination, file with the Administrator 
its exceptions to that determination. 
When such exceptions are filed, the Ad-
ministrator may, within 45 days after 
the ALJ’s determination, serve to the 
applicant or recipient, a notice that he/ 
she will review the determination. In 
the absence of either exceptions or no-
tice of review, the ALJ’s determination 
shall constitute the Administrator’s 
final decision. 

(ii) If the Administrator reviews the 
ALJ’s determination, all parties shall 
be given reasonable opportunity to file 
written statements. A copy of the Ad-
ministrator’s decision will be sent to 
the applicant or recipient. 

(iii) If the Administrator’s decision is 
to deny an application, or annul, sus-
pend or terminate EPA assistance, that 
decision becomes effective thirty (30) 
days from the date on which the Ad-
ministrator submits a full written re-
port of the circumstances and grounds 
for such action to the Committees of 
the House and Senate having legisla-
tive jurisdiction over the program or 
activity involved. The decision of the 
Administrator shall not be subject to 
further administrative appeal under 
EPA’s General Regulation for Assist-
ance Programs (40 CFR part 30, subpart 
L). 

(4) Scope of decision. The denial, an-
nulment, termination or suspension 
shall be limited to the particular appli-
cant or recipient who was found to 
have discriminated, and shall be lim-
ited in its effect to the particular pro-
gram or activity or the part of it in 
which the discrimination was found. 

[49 FR 1659, Jan. 12, 1984, as amended at 68 
FR 51372, Aug. 26, 2003] 

§ 7.135 Procedure for regaining eligi-
bility. 

(a) Requirements. An applicant or re-
cipient whose assistance has been de-
nied, annulled, terminated, or sus-
pended under this part regains eligi-
bility as soon as it: 

(1) Provides reasonable assurance 
that it is complying and will comply 
with this part in the future, and 

(2) Satisfies the terms and conditions 
for regaining eligibility that are speci-
fied in the denial, annulment, termi-
nation or suspension order. 

(b) Procedure. The applicant or recipi-
ent must submit a written request to 
restore eligibility to the OCR declaring 
that it has met the requirements set 
forth in paragraph (a) of this section. 
Upon determining that these require-
ments have been met, the OCR must 
notify the Award Official, and the ap-
plicant or recipient that eligibility has 
been restored. 

(c) Rights on denial of restoration of 
eligibility. If the OCR denies a request 
to restore eligibility, the applicant or 
recipient may file a written request for 
a hearing before the EPA Chief Admin-
istrative Law Judge in accordance with 
paragraph (c) § 7.130, listing the reasons 
it believes the OCR was in error. 

Subpart F—Discrimination 
Prohibited on the Basis of Age 

SOURCE: 75 FR 31707, June 4, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 7.140 General prohibition. 

No person in the United States may, 
on the basis of age, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits 
of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any program or activity receiv-
ing EPA assistance. 

§ 7.145 Specific prohibitions. 

(a) As to any program or activity re-
ceiving EPA assistance, a recipient 
shall not directly or through contrac-
tual, licensing, or other arrangements 
on the basis of age: 

(1) Exclude any individuals from, 
deny them the service, aid or benefits 
of, or subject them to discrimination 
under, a program or activity; 
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(2) Provide a person any service, aid 
or other benefit that is different, or is 
provided differently from that provided 
to others under the program or activ-
ity; 

(3) Restrict a person in any way in 
the enjoyment of any advantage or 
privilege enjoyed by others receiving 
any service, aid, or benefit provided by 
the program or activity; 

(4) Subject a person to segregation in 
any manner or separate treatment in 
any way related to receiving services 
or benefits under the program or activ-
ity; 

(5) Deny a person or any group of per-
sons the opportunity to participate as 
members of any planning or advisory 
body which is an integral part of the 
program or activity, such as a local 
sanitation board or sewer authority; 

(6) In administering a program or ac-
tivity receiving Federal financial as-
sistance in which the recipient has pre-
viously discriminated on the basis of 
age, the recipient shall take affirma-
tive action to provide remedies to 
those who have been injured by the dis-
crimination. 

(b) A recipient shall not use criteria 
or methods of administering its pro-
gram or activity which have the effect 
of subjecting individuals to discrimina-
tion because of their age, or have the 
effect of defeating or substantially im-
pairing accomplishment of the objec-
tives of the program or activity with 
respect to individuals of a particular 
age. 

(c) A recipient shall not choose a site 
or location of a facility that has the 
purpose or effect of excluding individ-
uals from, denying them the benefits 
of, or subjecting them to discrimina-
tion under any program or activity to 
which this part applies on the ground 
of age; or with the purpose or effect of 
defeating or substantially impairing 
the accomplishment of the objectives 
of this subpart. 

(d) The specific prohibitions of dis-
crimination enumerated above do not 
limit the general prohibition of § 7.140. 

§ 7.150 Exceptions to the rules against 
age discrimination—normal oper-
ation or statutory objective of any 
program or activity. 

A recipient is permitted to take an 
action, otherwise prohibited by §§ 7.140 
and 7.145, if the action reasonably 
takes into account age as a factor nec-
essary to the normal operation or 
achievement of any statutory objective 
of a program or activity. An action 
reasonably takes into account age as a 
factor necessary to the normal oper-
ation or the achievement of any statu-
tory objective of a program or activity 
if: 

(a) Age is used as a measure or ap-
proximation of one or more other char-
acteristics; 

(b) The other characteristic(s) must 
be measured or approximated in order 
for the normal operation of the pro-
gram or activity to continue, or to 
achieve any statutory objective of the 
program or activity; 

(c) The other characteristic(s) can be 
reasonably measured or approximated 
by the use of age; and 

(d) The other characteristic(s) are 
impractical to measure directly on an 
individual basis. 

§ 7.155 Exceptions to the rules against 
age discrimination—reasonable fac-
tors other than age. 

A recipient is permitted to take an 
action otherwise prohibited by §§ 7.140 
and 7.145 which is based on a factor 
other than age, even though that ac-
tion may have a disproportionate effect 
on persons of different ages. An action 
may be based on a factor other than 
age only if the factor bears a direct and 
substantial relationship to the normal 
operation of the program or activity or 
to the achievement of a statutory ob-
jective. 

§ 7.160 Burden of proof. 
The burden of proving that an age 

distinction or other action falls within 
the exceptions outlined in §§ 7.150 and 
7.155 is on the recipient of EPA finan-
cial assistance. 

§ 7.165 Special benefits for children 
and the elderly. 

If a recipient operating a program 
which serves the elderly or children in 
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addition to persons of other ages, pro-
vides special benefits to the elderly or 
to children the provision of those bene-
fits shall be presumed to be voluntary 
affirmative action provided that it 
does not have the effect of excluding 
otherwise eligible persons from partici-
pation in the program. 

§ 7.170 Alternative funds disbursal 
procedures. 

(a) When EPA withholds funds from a 
recipient under Subpart F of these reg-
ulations, the Administrator may dis-
burse the withheld funds directly to an 
alternate recipient: Any public or non- 
profit private organization or agency, 
or State or political subdivision of the 
State. 

(b) The Administrator will require 
any alternate recipient to demonstrate 
the ability to achieve the goals of the 
Federal statute authorizing the funds 
and these regulations (40 CFR Part 7). 

§ 7.175 Exhaustion of administrative 
remedy. 

(a) A complainant may file a civil ac-
tion following the exhaustion of admin-
istrative remedies under the Age Dis-
crimination Act. Administrative rem-
edies are exhausted if: 

(1) 180 days have elapsed since the 
complainant filed the complaint and 
EPA has made no finding with regard 
to the complaint; or 

(2) EPA issues any finding in favor of 
the recipient. 

(b) If EPA fails to make a finding 
within 180 days or issues a finding in 
favor of the recipient, EPA shall: 

(1) Promptly advise the complainant 
of this fact; and 

(2) Advise the complainant of his or 
her right to bring a civil action for in-
junctive relief; and 

(3) Inform the complainant that: 
(i) The complainant may bring a civil 

action only in a United States district 
court for the district in which the re-
cipient is found or transacts business; 

(ii) A complainant prevailing in a 
civil action has the right to be awarded 
the costs of the action, including rea-
sonable attorney’s fees, but that the 
complainant must demand these costs 
in the complaint; 

(iii) Before commencing the action, 
the complainant shall give 30 days no-

tice by registered mail to the Sec-
retary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Administrator, 
the Attorney General of the United 
States, and the recipient; 

(iv) The notice must state: The al-
leged violation of the Age Discrimina-
tion Act; the relief requested; the court 
in which the complainant is bringing 
the action; and, whether or not attor-
ney’s fees are demanded in the event 
the complainant prevails; and 

(v) The complainant may not bring 
an action if the same alleged violation 
of the Age Discrimination Act by the 
same recipient is the subject of a pend-
ing action in any court of the United 
States. 

§ 7.180 Mediation of age discrimina-
tion complaints. 

(a) The OCR will refer all accepted 
complaints alleging age discrimination 
to the Mediation Agency designated by 
the Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

(b) Both the complainant and the re-
cipient must participate in the medi-
ation process to the extent necessary 
to reach an agreement or make an in-
formed judgment that an agreement is 
not possible. The recipient and the 
complainant must meet with the medi-
ator at least once before the OCR will 
accept a judgment that an agreement 
is not possible. The recipient and the 
complainant, however, need not meet 
with the mediator at the same time. 

(c) If the complainant and the recipi-
ent reach an agreement, the mediator 
must prepare a written statement of 
the agreement and have the complain-
ant and recipient sign it. The mediator 
will send a copy of the agreement to 
the OCR, which will take no further ac-
tion on the complaint unless the com-
plainant or the recipient fails to com-
ply with the agreement. 

(d) The mediator must protect the 
confidentiality of all information ob-
tained in the course of the mediation 
process. No mediator may testify in 
any adjudicative proceeding, produce 
any document, or otherwise disclose 
any information obtained in the course 
of the mediation process without prior 
approval of the head of the agency ap-
pointing the mediator. 
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(e) Mediation ends after sixty (60) 
days from the time EPA received the 
complaint or if: 

(1) An agreement is reached; or 
(2) The Mediator determines that an 

agreement cannot be reached. 
(f) The mediator must return unre-

solved complaints to OCR to be proc-
essed in accordance with the procedure 
in § 7.120. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 7—TYPES OF EPA 
ASSISTANCE AS LISTED IN THE 
‘‘CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC 
ASSISTANCE’’ 

1. Assistance provided by the Office of Air, 
Noise and Radiation under the Clean Air Act 
of 1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–95, 42 U.S.C. 
7401 et seq. (ANR 66.001) 

2. Assistance provided by the Office of Air, 
Noise and Radiation under the Clean Air Act 
of 1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–95, 42 U.S.C. 
7401 et seq. (ANR 66.003) 

3. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Clean Water Act of 1977, as 
amended; sections 101(e), 109(b), 201–05, 207, 
208(d), 210–12, 215–19, 304(d)(3), 313, 501, 502, 511 
and 516(b); Pub. L. 97–117; Pub. L. 95–217; Pub. 
L. 96–483; 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. (OW 66.418) 

4. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Clean Water Act of 1977, as 
amended; section 106; Pub. L. 95–217; 33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq. (OW 66.419) 

5. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Clean Water Act of 1977, as 
amended; Pub. L. 95–217; 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 
(OW 66.426) 

6. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Public Health Service Act, 
as amended by the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Pub. L. 93–523; as amended by Pub. L. 93–190; 
Pub. L. 96–63; and Pub. L. 93–502. (OW 66.432) 

7. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Pub. L. 93–523, as amended by Pub. L. 96–63, 
Pub. L. 95–190, and Pub. L. 96–502. (OW 66.433) 

8. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Clean Water Act of 1977, sec-
tion 205(g), as amended by Pub. L. 95–217 and 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended; Pub. L. 97–117; 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 
(OW 66.438) 

9. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Water under the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act of 1976; as amended by the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act; Pub. L. 94–580; sec-
tion 3011, 42 U.S.C. 6931, 6947, 6948–49. (OW 
66.802). 

10. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Clean Air 
Act of 1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–95; 42 
U.S.C. et seq.; Clean Water Act of 1977, as 
amended; Pub. L. 95–217; 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., 
section 8001 of the Solid Water Disposal Act, 

as amended by the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act of 1976; Pub. L. 94–580; 42 
U.S.C. 6901, Public Health Service Act as 
amended by the Safe Drinking Water Act as 
amended by Pub. L. 95–190; Federal Insecti-
cide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act; Pub. L. 
95–516; 7 U.S.C. 136 et seq., as amended by 
Pub. L.’s 94–140 and 95–396; Toxic Substances 
Control Act; 15 U.S.C. 2609; Pub. L. 94–469. 
(ORD 66.500) 

11. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Clean Air 
Act of 1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–95; 42 
U.S.C. 7401 et seq. (ORD 66.501) 

12. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, 
Pub. L. 95–516, 7 U.S.C. 136 et seq., as amended 
by Pub. L.’s 94–140 and 95–396. (ORD 66.502) 

13. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act of 
1976; 42 U.S.C. 6901, Pub. L. 94–580, section 
8001. (ORD 66.504) 

14. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Clean 
Water Act of 1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–217; 
33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. (ORD 66.505) 

15. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Public 
Health Service Act as amended by the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, as amended by Pub. L. 
95–190 (ORD 66.506) 

16. Assistance provided by the Office of Re-
search and Development under the Toxic 
Substances Control Act; Pub. L. 94–469; 15 
U.S.C. 2609; section 10. (ORD 66.507) 

17. Assistance provided by the Office of Ad-
ministration, including but not limited to: 
Clean Air Act of 1977, as amended, Pub. L. 95– 
95; 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq., Clean Water Act of 
1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–217; 33 U.S.C. 
1251 et seq.; Solid Waste Disposal Act, as 
amended by the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act of 1976; 42 U.S.C. 6901; Pub. L. 
94–580; Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act; Pub. L. 92–516; 7 U.S.C. 136 
et seq. as amended by Pub. L.’s 94–140 and 95– 
396; Public Health Service Act, as amended 
by the Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended 
by Pub. L. 95–190. (OA 66.600) 

18. Assistance provided by the Office of Ad-
ministration under the Clean Water Act of 
1977, as amended; Pub. L. 95–217; section 213; 
33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. (OA 66.603) 

19. Assistance provided by the Office of En-
forcement Counsel under the Federal Insecti-
cide and Rodenticide Act, as amended; Pub. 
L. 92–516; 7 U.S.C. 136 et seq., as amended by 
Pub. L. 94–140, section 23(a) and Pub. L. 95– 
396. (OA 66.700) 

20. Assistance provided by the Office of 
Solid Waste and Emergency Response under 
the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponses, Compensation and Liability Act of 
1980; Pub. L. 96–510, section 3012, 42 U.S.C. 
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